
What’s on somerset winter 2013     2120   What’s on somerset winter 2013

Creative and Cultured 
Shopping Experience

down by the riverside in taunton
It’s the river that provided 
the inspiration for 
taunton’s name – the 
town on the tone. this 
same river has curved 
through the town as 
the centuries have 
clocked in and out, some 
of these times having 
been more turbulent than 
others.

taunton inherited the title of county town 
from Somerton in around 1366. A detailed history of 
Taunton would not fit on these pages, although for 
me the Civil War is prominent as is the visit of the 
Duke of Monmouth who crowned himself King whilst 
in the town. Napoleon undertook this same method 
of auto-enrolment with slightly longer lasting success 
(although not in Taunton before you all start looking 
for evidence).

The river brought the usual array of activities – as well 
as loading and landing of goods, racks for drying cloth 
could be seen on the banks. As revolution turned from 
the people to industry, so the Taunton riverside saw 
a change of enterprise, examples in the 19th century 
being a Brewhouse and an iron foundry.

Early recollections for me are peering through the 
cracked boards at the back of the County Cricket 
Ground, waiting to see one of Ian Botham’s regular 
sixes go over my head resulting in a plop behind in 
the river.

The viewing gaps exist no more; the County Ground 
has impressive modern stands with more to follow.  
The adjacent Somerset Square is an invigorating new 
open space to sit and study your Wisden, whilst the 
river ducks quack and the willow bat thwacks.

At the other end of this river scene, or Taunton’s 
‘cultural quarter’ as it’s now known, sits a recent 
success story; the Museum of Somerset. This 
revamped facility brings Somerset’s history breathing 

and crackling around us and the visitor 
numbers since the re-opening in 
2012 speak for themselves.

The Museum itself is enveloped 
by the new Castle Green and 
Goodland Gardens, the latter  
also reflecting the river’s transport 

history for the Goodland family 
coal business.  

it is retail trade rather than wholesale 
merchants that flavour the Riverside today. 

this network of alleyways and cobbled streets is now 
home to independent enterprise and individuality. Shop 
fronts all squeezed in together, boutiques all made up 
like a line of debutantes at a ball, seeking to divert your 
attention away from that perfunctory internet.

For it is charm that is the start and end of the 
shopping experience – a courting ritual that would 
have been a daily occurrence on this same river bank 
in centuries past: The desire, the offering, the question, 
the discourse, the agreement, the thanks, the ting of 
the bell and the sound of departing footsteps.

Wealth ebbed and flowed over time, like the 
river alongside but still the mechanism continued 
much the same until a gentleman called Tim 
Berners-Lee invented the World Wide Web twenty 
years ago. This has driven a coach and horses 
through the centuries-old system of wholesale 
and retail. Retailers have had to re-focus and, in 
effect, re-group. As well as the individual personal 
approach, there is renewed community activity as 
shopkeepers work together to highlight the pleasure 
of traditional shopping. Lucinda Ackland has spent 
much time raising initiatives and making things 
happen: “We want shoppers to really get to know the 
people behind all these local businesses. There is a pool 
of expertise here that can be shared between retailers 
for the benefit of shoppers”.

Charm and individuality though are just the start. It 
is the actual things we buy and consume that are at 

the centre of this. Items that have character, creativity and 
originality – ones that bestow something unique in your life, 
rather than a dull template seen anywhere from Dundee 
to Dartmouth. Quality that lasts – buttons that don’t come 
off after two weeks, bacon that you can fry instead of just 
poach in it’s own inflated water, toys that are designed to 
withstand children!

Advice and after sales is also where independent retailers 
have long proved their value – a knowledge of the locality and 
how purchases will be used. Traceability is also so important, 
not just in foodstuffs but also there is a greater awareness 
about ethical trading in all products. Consumers want to 
know that what they buy is made in a safe environment and 
fair working conditions.

There is very much a village atmosphere in this part of town. 
St James Street’s cobbles very much imply a pedestrian co-
ownership of the road, further enhanced by the open-fronted 

 1  Riverside Bakery
  01278 410858

 2   Kaboodle  
Kids Boutique    

  01823 254484 
  www.kaboodle-uk.com

 3 The Cook’s Shop
  01823 271071 
  www.justaddfood.co.uk

 4  Miles at the Riverside
  01823 352033
  www.mr-miles.co.uk

 5   Laing and Lewis  
Gallery and Gift Shop

  01823 282961

 6  Riverside Butchers
  01823 289097 
  www.riversidebutchers.com

 7  Polka Dot Jewellery
  01823 289 489 
  www.polkadotgallery.com

 8  Omah Shoes
  01823 331435
  www.omahshoes.com

 9  Shakspeare Glass
  01823 333422
  www.shakspeareglass.co.uk

 10 Eden Flowers
  01823 276633
	 	 www.eden-florist-taunton.co.uk

 11  Tick Tock Toys
  01823 257070
  www.ticktocktoyshop.co.uk

 12  Carol Ann Jewellery
  01823 330242
  www.carolannejewellery.co.uk

 13  LH Burrows Hats
  07976 938197
  www.lisaburrows.com

 14  World of Bears
  01823 332050
  www.worldofbears.com

 15  PM Wine Cellars
  01823 336170
  www.pmwinecellars.co.uk

 16 Imprints T-shirts
  01823 323288
  www.imprintstaunton.co.uk

 17  Astaires  
  Gentlemen’s Clothing
  01823 321666
  www.astaires.co.uk

 18  Yummy Mummy  
  Hair & Beauty
  01823 618186
  www.yummymummyahairandbeauty.co.uk

 19 Le Spa @ Combers
  01823 284600
  www.lespaatcombers.co.uk

 20  Alpha Clothing
  01823 324488
  www.alphaclothing.co.uk

Granny Smith’s greengrocers. Boutique without bustle 
radiates from these few streets and the courtyard  
that connects through to quiet Middle Street invites 
calm discovery.

Riverside Place itself opens out into a relaxation area, at 
times a well-known local suntrap. Here it is an easy walk 
through from either bus or railway station and the adjacent 
car park means shopping is not a heavily laden route march.

The final piece in the jigsaw here is the Brewhouse 
Theatre, now in the process of being re-ignited by the 
taunton theatre Association. with the standards of cuisine 
and sustenance having made such big strides in Taunton, all 
this adds together to make a great and varied day out. 

www.riverside-place.co.uk
www.tauntontowncentre.co.uk 
www.tauntondeane.gov.uk
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“We want shoppers 
to really get to 

know the people 
behind all these 
local businesses. 
There is a pool 

of expertise here 
that can be shared 
between retailers 
for the benefit of 

shoppers”

There is much going on in Taunton that 
reflects this renewed community vigour. 
the weekly markets in taunton will run on into the 
Thursday evening late opening until 19th December and a 
new Victorian week runs from 9th-15th December. Expect to 
see many period costumes about. Castle Green has a German 
Christmas market running through until 5th January along 
with Ferris wheel, ice rink and ‘winter wonderland’.

there will also be a Christmas tree hunt with fairies 
supplied by the children of the town. Lady Mayor will place 
the fairies on independent retailers trees through out the 
town and a map will be printed engaging shoppers into 
searching and shopping local on route! Each tree will have 
a fairy with a story and the seeker will receive a sticker to 
prove they have shopped locally and found the retail outlet. 
Once the map has all its trees found and stickers complete it 
will be handed in for a prize draw.

by Giles Adams

Map illustration: Mark Stevens

www.rufuspup.com

Tel: 01460 65312


